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Save the Belies 427 

going to be like. Accordingly the fiendish flying brood can 
be sent forth in confident assurance that neither its arrival 
at its destination nor its return to the home station will be 
frustrated by stormy weather. 

Increase Lapham labored for years to promote his great 
discovery because he had a vision of the service it would be 
to mankind. One of his most striking arguments for enlist- 
ing community action in the promotion of his work was a 
calculation of the number of lives and of vessels which an- 
nually would be saved from destruction on Lake Michigan 
alone. Happily for him he did not live to witness the spec- 
tacle of the world's most efficient government perverting his 
great achievement to the promotion of the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the men and women, the mothers and babies of 
the world's greatest metropolis. 

SAVE THE RELICS 1 

The original of the letter written by Horace Greeley, 
sometime near the middle of the sixties, in reply to the ap- 
plication for advice of a discharged soldier boy, and in which 
occurred the famous phrase, "Go west, young man, and grow 
up with the country," is supposed to have been destroyed, 
with other valuable historic papers, in a recent fire in Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 

It was superb advice profitably followed by thousands 
of young men, sires and grandsires of millions of the finest 
of western citizens of today. 

But — Why was that historic document in private posses- 
sion? That was not at all fit wit for our Youngstown friend 
to exhibit. In the safe custody of the Ohio Historical Society 
that precious letter justly belonged, and there it Avould re- 
pose securely now if prudence had but guided its owner. 

1 Reprinted from the editorial column of the Madison Democrat, January 22, 
1918. 



428 Editorial 

Which raises the pertinent question — Have you an his- 
torical souvenir that is being endangered while you neglect 
to transfer it to the Wisconsin State Historical Society? 
Wisconsin homes contain many mementoes that rightly belong 
in the historical society's fireproof building. 

Are you playing safe? Let us not expose the lack of 
circumspection shown by the Youngstown antiquarian. 
Besides — Ten thousand persons can enjoy relics in the his- 
torical rooms where one does in a private home. 
Therefore — Be warned! 

THE NEWSPAPERS 1 

It is the glory of the State Historical Society of Wis- 
consin that Draper gathered into its collections the papers 
of the Ohio Valley migrations, that Thwaites added the 
records of the fur trade, and that neither forgot while pursu- 
ing these remote and unique sources to assemble day after 
day the current accumulations of the people among whom 
they lived. As the latter collector and editor loved to say: 
The history for tomorrow is preserved in the waste paper 
baskets of today. The society that lays aside the policy of 
accumulating accessions to devote itself to the conscious pur- 
suit of particular treasures can never become more useful 
than its curators or wiser than its superintendent. The 
greatest libraries are those whose growth has been chiefly 
in the routine addition, from year to year of all that has been 
regarded as worth saving, and of much more whose immediate 
value has been doubtful. 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin has for so 
many years followed the practice of saving its daily news- 
papers, and adding to them as opportunity occurs, that it now 
owns one of the notable American collections. From the 
middle of the last century, when the state came into being, 
the development of its people can be traced in the detail 

1 Contributed by Prof. Frederic L. Paxson. 



